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By Mark Blechner ’67

The 50th reunion of our Maimonides 
Class of 1967 this past May reconnected 
many of us who have not been in touch 
regularly since graduation.  For our 
classmates, both graduates and those 
who left Maimonides before we gradu-
ated, getting together in person or by 
Skype has bonded us together again by 
phone, email, Facebook, WhatsApp (yes, 
we have graduated to the 21st century), 
and in some instances even in person. 

As a co-chair of our reunion event, I put 
together a Class of 1967 Yearbook enti-
tled היו ימים – מאז ועד עתה.  While gath-
ering information and lifetime updates 
of my classmates, I learned much about 
their accomplishments, both personal 
and professional, over the past 50 years. 

My wife Debbie and I, with her brother 
and his wife, were in Israel last month. 
We were interested in doing some 
off-the-beat touring for her brother 
and their first-time-to-Israel friends, 
as well as a Tanach tour for ourselves 
with my sister Renee ’76, who lives in 
Yerushalayim.

One such “reconnection” for me was 
with Gideon (Donny) Abramowitz ’67, 
formerly from Malden. On a prior trip 
to Israel, I saw an ad in the weekly OU 
Center in Israel Torah Tidbits for a guided 
tour led by a Gideon Abramowitz. Was 
this our Gideon Abramowitz?  Was he 
doing this as a sideline?  Hmmmm.

I came home and never followed up. 
But somehow, things came together:  
Gideon’s reply for our yearbook’s 

update indeed said he is a tour guide.  
Gideon and his wife Shlomit reside in 
the community of Neve Tzuf/Chalamish 
in Binyamin, which they founded with 
a group of people in 1977. (It is the 
community that was struck with a 
horrible, despicable pigua at the home 
of the Salomon family during a shalom 
zachor in July.)

Back to preparing 
for my recent trip 
– we needed to 
find a tour guide 
for ourselves and 
for my brother-
in-law and his 
friends: tours with 
a Tanach focus for 
my wife, sister, and 
I; and a first-timer 
two-day tour for 
my brother-in-law 
and his wife, but 
geared to their 
friends. Whom 
should we contact? 

I researched Gideon on the web, both 
regular Google USA and Google Israel, 
and saw that he came highly recom-
mended.  He’s been sought after by 
English-speaking tourists, diplomats, 
Jewish and non-Jewish individuals 
and groups. We contacted him and he 
arranged both sets of tours.  

My brother-in-law, sister-in-law, and 
friends raved about the two 10-hour 
days that they toured with him.  The 
tours were in depth, all-encompassing 
of Yerushalayim, including a late-night 

tunnel tour, the surrounding areas of 
the Gush, Ein Gedi and Matzada, and 
Tel Aviv, all tailored to the foursome.  
They could not get over his knowl-
edge, expertise, and ability to arrange 
a personal itinerary and engage.  They 
even visited his children, who live in 
what was only known to his friends 
from the news as “East Jerusalem” 

before the visit and as “Yerushalayim” 
after the stopover.

Our Tanach tour started out in the Old 
City, then on to Har HaZeitim. And 
then, Tanach in hand, Nachal Perat, Vadi 
Kelt, Emek Hamelech, to Nebi Shmuel, 
Givon, Kever Rachel B’Tzafon (not in Beit 
Lechem), Shevet Dan’s Nachala, Migron, 
Kochav Yaakov, P’sagot, Tel Yitzchak, 
and throughout a slice of Yehuda and 
up to the northern Shomron, including 
the communities of Beit El, Ofra, Amona, 
Itamar, Shilo, and the outskirts of 

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Committee’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key com-
munications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org. 

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Classmates Reconnect for a Professional and Personal Tour in Israel

Gideon Abramowitz ’67 uses his Tanach as a guidebook during a tour near Jeru-
salem with classmate Mark Blechner.
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Annie Davis ’12 feels strongly about 
national parks. “They’re beautiful, 
friendly places where life enfolds you 
and then unravels itself before you 
over and over again, where feeling so 
small causes you to perceive yourself as 
part of something much larger, where 
you can look a bear in the eyes and see 
another intelligent being staring right 
back.”                       

So it should come as no surprise that 
her resume is replete with National 
Park Service experience, beginning 
with the summer of 2010 – right after 
sophomore year – as a volunteer with 
Boston National Historical Park. (Her 
brother, Rabbi Max Davis ’99, spent 

collegiate summers working there.) 
“I spent three years there, and for 
Project Shalom, I volunteered at Adams 
National Historical Park in Quincy, where 
I eventually was allowed to give tours,” 
Annie related. “The first time I put on 
a uniform was in summer 2013, when 
I joined the staff at Boston NHP as an 
emergency hire. That was just about the 
proudest I’ve ever felt.”

She was an intern at Rocky Mountain 
National Park in 2014. “That park is 

where I really learned how to be a 
ranger – how to develop programs, how 
to differentiate pines, firs, and spruces, 
how to eat 60 cookies each week and 
still lose 15 pounds from all the hiking,” 
she said. The next summer Annie was a 
park aide at the Grand Canyon. “Most of 
my work involved orienting visitors and 
preventing them from petting the elk,” 
she laughed. 

Annie received her undergraduate 
degree in history from Johns Hopkins 
in May 2016 and spent the next two 
summer seasons as a ranger at Shenan-
doah National Park, sandwiched around 
an internship at the Peres Center for 
Peace in Tel Aviv.

“I loved working at Shenandoah; I was 
able to develop a greater number of 
programs and watch the park change 
with the seasons,” she said. “That area 
has one of the highest concentrations 
of black bears in the country, and it’s 
a great place for wildlife viewing in 
general.”

“It is wonderful to work in a place 
where strangers routinely befriend 
one another,” Annie commented. “I 
have watched visitors share water 
and eclipse glasses, jump-start each 
other’s cars, and strike up conversa-
tions that otherwise would never 
have occurred. They are happy, 
because they are in awe. Reverence, 
too, is worthy of stewardship. “

“Being a park ranger is so much fun 
that it would be easy to keep working 
seasonally year after year,” said Annie. 
Although she is still considering her 
long-term future with the NPS, she has 
thought long and hard about the chal-
lenges facing the agency.

“The greatest long-term challenge is 
climate change, already affecting NPS 
sites, including the historical parks,” 
Annie said. “NPS will have to determine 

the best ways to manage the effects of 
climate change, and decide how to allo-
cate its budget for that purpose. Some 
parks, such as Glacier and Joshua Tree, 
may have to change their interpretive 
emphasis if the resources for which they 
are named disappear. The agency has to 
plan ahead.” 

She is concerned about the current 
administration’s public lands policy. 
“President Trump and Secretary of the 
Interior Ryan Zinke prioritize oil, gas, 
and mining over environmental protec-
tion,” she said. “They have dramatically 
reduced the size of mineral-rich Grand 
Staircase Escalante and Bears Ears 
National Monuments. Over a dozen 
other monuments, including one off the 
coast of Massachusetts, may face similar 
reductions. Public lands managed by 
the Department of Fish & Wildlife, the 
Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land 
Management are even more likely to be 
developed.”  

Lack of funding is another issue. “NPS 
is facing a $12 billion maintenance 
backlog. To solve this problem, Zinke 
has proposed raising the entrance fees 
at seventeen National Parks to $70 per 
vehicle during peak season, which he 
claims will generate $70 million annu-
ally.” But this year alone, NPS will sustain 
a $300 million budget cut, she noted.

“The worst part of this proposal, though, 
is that it overlooks the notion of the 
people’s parks. Our national treasures 
should not be turned into a class-based 
recreation system,” Annie asserted.

“A longer-term challenge is talent reten-
tion,” she continued. “Most rangers are 
seasonal. They lead nomadic lives, do 
not have stable benefits, and generally 
do not earn enough to save for retire-
ment. They put up with the drawbacks, 
because they love their jobs. But most 
eventually leave NPS.”

Alumna Passionate about National Park Experience and Challenges

Annie Davis ’12 and friend in Shenandoah National Park.
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Three Collegiate Alumni Help Build Bridges, Literally and Metaphorically

By Shoshana Ehrenkranz ’16

My week in Houston acted both as a 
service trip and an interfaith dialogue. 
When I described what I was doing this 
week to anyone, it sounded like a reality 
show: Ten Jews. Ten Muslims. One House. 
One Week. What will happen? Stay tuned 
to find out. Will there be love? Will there 
be conflict? Is it even possible to share 
a kitchen with 20 people regardless of 
faith? Who will break?

In all seriousness, this trip, led by one 
Jew, Elisha Jacobs ’13, and one Muslim, 
Omar, was a transformative experience. 

Bridges is a club within New York 
University that brings people of Islam 
and Judaism together, whether it be to 
talk, to eat ice cream, or to listen to one 
another’s story. In other words, Bridges 
brings two groups together that, other-
wise, would not necessarily be together. 

Each year, Bridges has an alternate-break 
service trip. This year, Bridges went to 
Houston, TX, to help rebuild homes 
and volunteer at different organiza-
tions contributing to the help after the 
disaster of Hurricane Harvey last August. 
One of the other participants was Ethan 
Fraenkel ’17.

The first night we arrived, the imam from 
the Islamic Center at NYU and Rabbi 
Judah Sarna of NYU came to visit. Rabbi 
Sarna told us a story of one of the first 
service trips. That year, Bridges went to 
New Orleans to help repair the city in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. 

One night, they were supposed to go 
bowling as a fun activity. Unbeknownst 
to the group, this bowling place had 
more dancing and drinking than actual 
bowling. In a city where bowling was 
more provocative than they thought, 
they found an activity that was more 
appropriate to both respective religions: 
instead of bowling, the group played 

hide-and-seek in a parking lot in New 
Orleans. 

This trip, then and now, is about repairing 
physically the bridges destroyed in 
natural disasters, and building, meta-
phorically, the “bridges” of dialogue 
between two faiths. 

What we saw around the city of Houston 
was devastating. Houston is a very flat 
city and many homes were either heavily 
damaged, mold-filled, or both. A lot of 
homes were uninhabitable. Similar to 
what happened in New Orleans with 
Hurricane Katrina, a lot of the homes 
belonging to families of lower socioeco-
nomic background received little to no 
help from the government.

Without organizations like the ones we 
volunteered at, these families would not 
be guaranteed a return to their homes. 
Without programs like Interfaith Minis-
tries for Greater Houston,  All Hands and 
Hearts -- Smart Response, or St. Bernard’s 

Project, many homes would be left 
ruined, uninhabitable and desolate. 

Working alongside Muslims as well as 
fellow Jews was inspiring. Questions 
about Judaism made me realize how 
much I had learned in Maimonides. I was 
thankful I was able to respond to most of 

these questions. It was also intriguing to 
learn about Islam with religious Muslims, 
most of whom prayed five times a day 
and kept Halal. Making sure the food we 
cooked was both Halal and kosher was 
not as difficult as I thought it would be. 

It’s hard to fit a week’s worth of volun-
teering on paper. It’s even harder to 
express the significance of what we saw 
in Houston. At times, the damage to the 
city seemed insurmountable.. But as long 
as people continue to volunteer and 
work on rebuilding homes, and focus on 
how far they have come, instead of how 
much work is still left, Houston will be 
repaired.

Members of NYU’s Bridges mission, including Shoshana Ehrenkranz ’16 (bottom left), Ethan 
Fraenkel ’17 (holding sign, left) and Elisha Jacobs ’13 (top, right).
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CLASS NOTES

1953
Mazal tov to Ada (Greenwald) and Ronald Jacobowitz 
on the birth of a great-grandchild, Yonatan Bentzion, to 
Mordechai and Priva Cohn, and on the marriage of their 
grandson, Shlomo Zalman, to Shevi Ehrenfreund.

1967
Mazal tov to Debbie and Mark Blechner on the birth of 
their grandson. Parents are Doni and Mickey (Blechner) 
Nyer ‘02.

1969
Mazal tov to Shira and Dr. Asher Leeder on the birth of 
a grandson, Moshe Baruch, to Hilary and Avrum Leeder 
’96, and the birth of a granddaughter, Hadassah, to Suri 
’98 and Menachem Bernstein. 

1979
Mazal tov to Susan and Alan Katz on the birth of their 
grandson. Parents are Dena (Katz) ’07 and Benjie 
Frieling. Great-grandparents are Helen and Bert Katz and 
Elayne and Dr. Stephen Denker.

1991
Mazal tov to Esti (Stein) and Yaakov Meth on the 
engagement of their daughter, Elana, to Chaim Grunberg. 
Esti is the daughter of Freydie and Rabbi Zalmen Stein.

1996 
Mazal tov to 
Hilary and Avrum Leeder on the birth of their son, 
Moshe Baruch. Grandparents are Shira and Dr. Asher 
Leeder ’69.
Rachel and Dr. Ernest Mandel on the birth of their son, 
Jacob Reuben (Coby). Grandparents are Shari and Dr. Alex 
Mandel.

1998
Mazal tov to Suri (Leeder) and Menachem Bernstein on 
the birth of their daughter, Hadassah. Grandparents are 
Shira and Dr. Asher Leeder ‘69.

1999
Mazal tov to Talia and Hillel Katchen on the birth of their 
son, Mordekhai Yitzhak. Grandfather is Aaron Katchen.

2000
Mazal tov to Yael and Gabi Spiewak on the birth of their 
daughter, Harelle Nava. Grandparents are Beth and Marc 
Epstein.

2002
Mazal tov to Doni and Mickey (Blechner) Nyer on the 
birth of their son. Grandparents are Dennie and Mark 
Blechner ’67.

2004
Mazal tov to Sarah (Wecker) and Mark Sobel on the 
birth of their son. Grandparents are Chana and Rabbi 
Mordechai Wecker.

2005
Mazal tov to Shifra (Baronofsky) ’06 and Elliot Gerber 
on the birth of their son. Grandparents are Rhonda and 
Ephraim Gerber.

2006
Mazal tov to
Shifra (Baronofsky) and Elliot Gerber ’05 on the birth 
of their son. Grandparents are Devora and Dr. Jerald 
Baronofsky.
Beth Japhet on her marriage to Yossi Benzino. Beth is 
the daughter of Barbara and Yuri Japhet.

2007
Mazal tov to Dena (Katz) and Benjie Frieling on the birth 
of their son. Grandparents are Susan and Alan Katz ’79.

2008
Mazal tov to Yael (Refah) and Ephraim Mandel on the 
birth of their daughter, Shoshana. Grandparents are Lida 
and Ghodrat Refah and Shari and Dr. Alex Mandel.

2010
Mazal tov to Leah and Yiriel Liss on the birth of their son. 
Grandparents are Mindy and Martin Liss.

2012
Mazal tov to Gaby Mizrahi-Arnaud on her engagement 
to Ariel Goldschlag. Gaby is the daughter of Alain and Dr. 
Arielle Mizrahi-Arnaud.

2013
Mazal tov to Elisheva Rosen on her marriage to Doni 
Schwartz. Elisheva is the daughter of Amy and Dr. Hillel 
Rosen.

“NPS has a diversity problem: most visi-
tors are white, middle-aged, and middle-
class, and the vast majority of rangers are 
white, as well,” Annie observed. “National 
Parks are going to have to engage minori-
ties, lower-income Americans, and young 
people. NPS is aware of this issue and 
trying to solve it.” 

Annie credits her Maimonides history 
teachers with supporting her involvement 
with the NPS. “Ms. (Gina) Sauceda and Mr. 
(Chris) Dore taught me that the ‘American 
experience’ is actually a complex amalga-
mation of experiences, each of which is 
worth recounting. That knowledge gave 
my programs greater nuance and, I think, 
made me a better ranger.”

 “I’ve had my fair share of ‘Cool Ranger 
Moments,’” Annie said. “I’ve been beneath 
the Bunker Hill Monument and up in the 
cupola of Faneuil Hall. I’ve seen mountain 
lion tracks on an alpine glacier. I’ve rescued 
turtles and snakes from park roads. I’ve 
lain on a stone wall at the edge of the 
Grand Canyon at midnight and watched 
the Perseid meteors streak overhead. Also, 
Penina Simkovitz ’12 once visited me at 
Shenandoah.”

At the Grand Canyon, she related, “I was 
giving a geology talk indoors during a 
colossal thunderstorm, with my back to 
a window. At a pivotal moment of the 
program, I clapped my hands, and a light-
ning bolt streaked out of the sky and struck 

a rock right behind me, mere feet from 
the glass. All of the children there were 
convinced that Park Rangers control the 
weather.” 

“The National Park Service embodies 
America at its best: egalitarian, envi-
ronmentally responsible, and above all, 
capable of change,” Annie declared. “It 
befits a democratic country to set aside 
areas for public enjoyment. It is also neces-
sary for a capitalistic society to hold terri-
tory in common for the sole purpose of 
leaving it alone. National Parks check our 
greed by reminding us that we humans are 
not the whole story.”

Grad Says History Teachers Helped Spark Her Interest in Parks continued from page 2
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Classmate Impressed by Guide’s Tanach Tour Near Jerusalem continued from page 1

Shechem, where the story of Dina took 
place.  The texts of Shmuel, Melachim, 
Yehoshua, Sefer Beraishit, Trei Asar 
came alive! Chalukat Haaretz borders 
were studied and their topography 
revealed.  

Yishuv Haaretz - in light of Chanah’s 
words ושבו בנים לגבולם  - was today’s 
reality in the view from Gideon’s car as 
we drove.  We moved on to visit his son 
and daughter- in-law and grandson, 
living in a caravan on the outskirts of 
Beit El. We went to Elon Moreh, Har 

Berahca, and Yishuv Rechaylim, and 
studied the topography and text 
of Har Eival and Har Gerizim, Givat 
Olam, Nachal Shiloh, Beit Sur and 
the story of the Chashmonaim, their 
battles and the Chanukah miracle.

Overlooking Ben Gurion airport from 
a hilly vantage point in a community 
just over the Green Line, he explained 
how this land protects the lifeline of 
travel to the outside world.  He said 
even the Arab village between here 
and Natbag appreciates the Jews on 
the high level above them. “Come 
kablanim and build here in the empty 
space between us and the Arab village. 
There are so many young families 
that need affordable housing within 
commute to the Tel Aviv area. And by 
living in this place, they will help guar-
antee the safety of our land! Housing 
will be cheaper than in the main cities, 
and you are only a 15-minute drive 
to Natbag area and Modiin!” This was 
a special 13-hour day that we spent 
together, capped off with a visit to his 

home in Neve Tzuf, with a delicious 
dinner by Shlomit. 

Gideon Abramowitz is a tour guide par 
excellence with a sharp mind, broad 
base of knowledge, and a keen wit – a 
testament to the Chumash and Navi 
curriculum at Maimonides more than 50 
years ago.  He even throws in personal 
anecdotes about Maimonides, Boston, 
and his aliyah and IDF experiences. 

Elisha Galler ’13 recently was honored 
by the Neurology Department at Massa-
chusetts General Hospital as “Hero of the 
Month” for his success with the founda-
tion he started and nurtured in support of 
epilepsy research and programs.

Elisha launched Hope Time Cure during 
his senior year at Maimonides School as 
a positive response to his brother’s battle 
with epilepsy. The foundation recently 
donated $60,000 to Mass. General, under-
writing the hospital’s Epilepsy and Educa-
tion Conference. More than 85 people 
attended the conference, focused on 
strategies to address classroom perfor-
mance and behavior in children who have 
epilepsy. 

The organization’s public presence 
and fundraising continue to expand. 

During the annual basketball showdown 
between Maimonides and Gann Academy 
on Jan. 20, the four teams wore Hope 
Time Cure socks.  Meanwhile, runners 
continue to prepare for the March 
Jerusalem Marathon in support of the 
foundation.

*    *    *    *    *
More than seven years ago, four child-
hood friends from Sharon and their fami-
lies donated to United Hatzalah in Israel 
an ambucycle, which is a motorcycle fitted 
with medical equipment necessary for a 
first response to emergencies.  According 
to Hatzalah, the ambucycle responded to 
four-and-a-half calls per day before it was 
finally retired in September 2017.

On Dec. 25, ceremonies took place 
dedicating a replacement ambucycle in 

memory of Ezra Schwartz ’15, זק"ל, one 
of the four boys who sparked the original 
gift. Ezra was murdered in a terrorist 
attack on Nov. 19, 2015, during his post-
graduate year in Israel. The new vehicle is 
the outcome of a fundraising campaign 
spearheaded by the three surviving 
friends and their families. 

Ezra’s classmate Ariel Goldman said, “I 
still remember the day that we decided to 
raise money. To do it together, as friends, 
was so special. And now we have come 
full circle, and it’s not just the three of 
us doing it – Ezra’s with us, too.” Dani 
Lerner ’15 added, “Losing Ezra has been 
an extremely painful experience. If I can 
prevent others from having to go through 
that same experience, I would raise as 
much money as it takes to do so.” Joshua 
Hanau was the fourth original donor.

Maimonides Alumni Here and There…

Gideon Abramowitz ‘67 admires the panoramic view.

A home in an area that is designated as a “refugee camp.”


